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TAGS: MASS BL VE 

SUB J : GOB PURCHASES OF AIRCRAFT FROM VENEZUELA 

1. PRESIDENT BANZER TOLD ME OCTOBER 17 THAT VENEZUELA SOLD 
12 F-86S, 12 TO 14 B-25S, AND SEVEN YEARS OF SPARE PARTS TO 
BOLIVIA FOR $200,000 PAYABLE OVER 15 YEARS. HE SAID THAT 

THE ARRANGMENT WAS VIRTUALLY A GIFT WHICH HE COULD NOT 
REFUSE. HE SAID IT ALSO FIT IN WITH THE WISHES OF AIR 
FORCE PERSONNEL TO HAVE MORE UP-TO-DATE EQUIPMENT, A DESIRE, 
HE SAID, WHICH WAS SHARED BY MOST PROFESSIONAL GROUPS. 

2. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT BOLIVIA COULD NOT AFFORD TO 
PURCHASE T-37S FROM THE U.S. BECAUSE AT $850,000 A COPY, 

THEY WERE BEYOND THE PRESENT FINANCIAL CAPACITY OF THE 
COUNTRY. 

3. THE PRESIDENT SAID HE WANTED US TO KNOW THESE FACTS SO 
THAT WE WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOB WAS NOT EXPENDING 
SCARE RESOURCES FOR AIRCRAFT AT A TIME WHEN THE NATION 
WAS ENCOUNTERING DIFFICULTIES IN SUPPLYING THE POPULATION 
WITH BASIC FOODSTUFFS. 

STEDMAN 
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